This is a meticulously researched book and an interesting and most enjoyable read. Basically about people, the book traces the history of the Royal Prince Alfred Anaesthetics Department through the contributions and characters of its many members over fifty years. And what characters so many of them were or still are! This is emphasised by some great quotations in which humour and eccentricity are in no short supply. Also strongly evident is the dedication shown to patient care, the department and advancement of the specialty in all its facets, by a number of very talented people who have made this a history to be proud of.
The second part of the book outlines the enormous developments in anaesthetic practice, especially over the past 50 years, as they affected the Royal Prince Alfred Department of Anaesthetics.
All involved with the speciality of anaesthesia, whether as trainees, established or retired specialists, will find this book interesting and inspirational.
Geoffrey [2000] [2001] [2002] [2003] [2004] . Hence his self-chosen identification as a "world anaesthetist" in view of his range of travels both during his childhood and training and later in his roles in the World Federation. He has divided his book into five sections based on major parts of his life and interests. Woven into the text is a remarkable series of anecdotes, many historical, of people he has met and worked with, both locally and in many parts of the world.
He devotes a substantial section to his clinical and research interests, revealing his capacity to seek new and interesting aspects of cases arising during his regular clinical work. He reflects on his techniques of teaching, and offers many suggestions for his reader to consider about anaesthesia, teaching and the organization of a department. He reflects at some length on his involvement in the College and Society of Anaesthetists (which has named a major lecture in his honour), and his substantial contributions to the World Federation.
He has shown remarkable ability to involve others in so many of his projects, including the preparation and editing of this book, as evidenced by the acknowledgements. He has been astonishingly industrious, as commented by John Roberts, Editor Emeritus of this Journal, in his Foreword: "Kester has packed more productive activity into his lifetime than any three or four of us average mortals." The book will take its place among the distinguished list of those that record the lives of anaesthetists who have influenced many others with their work. It will appeal to his many friends and associates who wish to recall the events they have shared with this exceptional person, and those who admire his diverse and interesting experiences and contributions to anaesthesia.
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